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Why CWCS continues to fight:  “(We will) embark on a 10 year campaign to get every single 
motor out of the Boundary Waters”  – Brian O’Neill, quoted in May 20, 1998 Minneapolis Star-Tribune

CWCS Conservationists 
with 

Common 
SensePreserving access to and multiple-use of 

public lands & waters

Judges rule on South Fowl wilderness boundaries

On March 6, 2009, the US State 8th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals issued a decision on 
a boundary dispute regarding the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW), 
clearing one hurdle for supporters of a 2 
½-mile snowmobile trail reroute between 
McFarland and South Fowl Lakes in Hov-
land. However, the question of whether or 
not sound from snowmobiles on the trail 
negatively impacts the wilderness is still to 
be determined. 

US Forest Service plans to construct 
the South Fowl Snowmobile access were 
halted in August 2006 by a lawsuit filed by 
plaintiffs Sierra Club, North Star Chapter; 
Wilderness Watch; and Northeastern Min-
nesotans for Wilderness. Among other 
complaints, the plaintiffs alleged that the 
proposed snowmobile trail brought snow-
mobiles onto a wilderness lake, arguing that 
North and South Fowl Lakes were actually 
in the BWCAW. Judge John R. Tunheim 
first heard arguments in the case in Decem-
ber 2006. 

Joining the lawsuit in support of the 
US Forest Service plan to construct the 
snowmobile trail reroute was Cook County, 
Conservationists with Common Sense of 
Ely, and the Arrowhead Coalition for Mul-
tiple Use. Also involved in the lawsuit is 
the Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa and the State of Minnesota, which 
filed Amicus, or Friend of the Court briefs. 
All of the parties presented their case to the 
8th Circuit Court of Appeals in Minneapolis 
in October 2008.

The panel of judges who heard the 

CWCS mission statement:  To educate the public in order to preserve reasonable access to and sensible, 
multiple-use recreation of public lands and waters (including motorized uses) in Northeastern Minnesota, especially 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW), with care for the environment.

(Continued on Page Two)

decision on the sound question, the 8th 
District appeal judges wrote that they had no 
jurisdiction on the matter, putting the issue 
back in the hands of the Forest Service and 
the District Court judge. The 8th District 
judges did state that they had authority to 
consider the injunction suspending work  

“Everyone has a listening 
point somewhere. It does not 
have to be in the north or 
close to the wilderness, but 
some place of quiet where the 
universe can be contemplated 
with awe.”

Passage from Listening Point 
by Sigurd Olson

Need a gift idea fOR 
ChRistmas, biRthday 

OR gRaduatiON? 

how about a CWCs 
membership, CWCs hat 

or t-shirt? Check out the 
framed ‘boundary Waters 

Camp’ print at: 
www.cwcs.org

Sound analysis 
still pending

appeal—James Loken, Kermit Bye, and 
Lavenski Smith—issued a decision, rul-
ing against the plaintiffs primarily because 
their lawsuit was brought 30 years too late. 
The panel of judges did not issue a ruling 
on whether the Fowl Lakes are outside the 
BWCAW, but rather that the Forest Service 
had never treated North or South Fowl Lakes 
as part of the BWCAW. Instead the judges 
noted that “this exclusion was evident no 
later than April 4, 1980, when the For-
est Service published the maps and legal 
description showing the boundaries of the 
BWCAW in the Federal Register.”

The judges added that the Forest Ser-
vice never enforced a ban on snowmobiles 
or set motorboat quotas on these lakes. “As 
a result, because the Forest Service’s deter-
mination of the boundaries of the BWCAW 
and its treatment of the Fowl Lakes has been 
public knowledge for 30 years, Wilderness 
Watch’s failure to bring suit in a timely 
manner means that this court must dismiss 
such claims,” wrote the panel.

The judges declined to make a deci-
sion on another matter raised by District 
Court Judge Tunheim—whether or not the 
environmental assessment completed by 
the Forest Service during its trail planning 
was adequate. Judge Tunheim ruled that the 
Forest Service had carefully considered the 
impact to Canada lynx; had studied invasive 
species concerns; and had adequately pre-
sented cumulative effects. However, when it 
came to the question of whether the auditory 
impact from snowmobiles on the trail would 
negatively impact the wilderness character 
of the adjacent BWCAW, Tunheim did not 
issue a ruling. Tunheim enjoined the Forest 
Service from beginning work on the trail 
until an environmental impact study (EIS) 
is done regarding sound. 

Since Tunheim did not make a final 
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Share your wilderness experience with a 
friend! Let family and friends know of your 

Boundary Waters travel plans.

Win a day of fishing on Basswood 
Lake with Lee Borgersen

Once again Lee Borgersen has volunteered to 
take the winner of the Conservationists with Common 
Sense - CWCS ‘Early Bird Drawing’ winner on a day 
of fishing on Basswood Lake this summer.  The win-
ner will be drawn from the early CWCS membership 
dues sent in before June 1, 2009.

 The 2005 winner of the day trip to Basswood with 
Lee, Dave Johnson from Virginia, MN had a fantastic 
time and four years later he still tells people about the 
great fishing and the tips learned from Lee.  Thanks 
Lee for being such a great supporter of CWCS.

 Send in your CWCS membership dues today!

(Continued from Page One) 
 
on the South Fowl trail pending completion 
of the EIS. However, the judges said it is 
normal practice for the Forest Service to 
halt activity pending further environmental 
review. Since this is normal practice, the 
judges said the Forest Service and the Inter-
veners are not being “irreparably injured” by 
the injunction, so they took no action.

Gunflint Ranger Dennis Neitzke, who 
developed the South Fowl Snowmobile trail 
alternatives in 2006, said he is not certain 
what the next step will be. “We are explor-
ing our options to see how quickly we can 
move ahead with an environmental assess-

ment,” he said.
The conflict started in 2002, when the 

US Forest Service closed a snowmobile 
trail which had been used to travel from 
McFarland to South Fowl Lake, after it was 
determined to be in the wilderness. The trail 
was partially built by logger Verl Tilbury 
before the creation of the BWCAW and was 
called the Tilbury Trail by area residents 
and anglers. 

On February 21, 2006, the Forest Ser-
vice issued a decision to build an alternative 
route. The proposed alternative route begins 
at the existing Little John Lake parking lot. 
It crosses the Border Route Hiking Trail, the 
former Tilbury Trail, and moves southeast 

ascending to a ridge above the Royal River. 
It is there that it is closest to the BWCAW, 
approximately 400 feet, high above the 
BWCAW. The route then follows the ridge 
away from the BWCAW in an east-southeast 
direction about 1.3 miles, then down-slope 
northeast to level ground and directly east 
to South Fowl Lake.

A Petition has been filed by the Plain-
tiffs - Sierra Club North Star Chapter, 
Wilderness Watch and Northeastern Min-
nesotans for Wilderness - seeking an En 
Banc review by the 8th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. It is unusual for the Court to grant 
such a request.   

Judges rule on South Fowl wilderness boundaries
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NEW CWCS SHIRTS!!
CWCS Logo T-Shirts 
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XL & XXL - $12

CWCS Logo Polo Shirt 
Sizes L & XL - $20

XXL - $22
 Add $5 to each for handling & shipping

 
Send checks with orders to: 

CWCS • PO Box 252
Ely, MN  55731



CWCS SPRING 2009 NEWSLETTER PaGE THREE

Ever since the passage of the 1978 BWCA Wilderness Act 
preservation groups – the Friends of the Boundary Waters, Wilder-
ness Society, Sierra Club, and others – have targeted the western 
area of the Boundary Waters around Ely for more restrictions. First 
it was the truck portages, then it was the definition of ‘guest’ and 
‘that particular lake’ and the Chain of Lakes permit quotas. They 
proposed another 90,000 acres of wilderness and have sued to stop 
just about every timber sale and the Forest Management Plan. 

For the past several years their focus has been on the eastern 
area of the Boundary Waters around Grand Marais. They started 
with pushing for non-motorized use in the Veggie Lake area and 
then moved on to the rerouting of the South Fowl snowmobile trail, 
along with monitoring of snowmobile violations in the Boundary 
Waters.

Whether it’s the Boundary Waters near Crane Lake, Ely, Grand 
Marais or anywhere in between, we must keep our guard up. The 
push for more wilderness in northeastern Minnesota is still very 
much on these preservationists’ agenda. They also want to prevent 
any and all economic development that will keep our communities 
healthy.

Last December, Diadra Decker and Kat Thompson, filmmak-
ers from the Twin Cities, came to Ely with options for sustainable 
businesses and lifestyles in the Arrowhead Region. They called their 
project ‘At the Crossroads’. Bottom line... they were filming to stop 
mining in the Arrowhead Region, PolyMet in particular. People were 

asked to sign postcards to be sent to Congressmen and Senators 
opposing the PolyMet project. Decker and Thompson were asked 
who was funding and sponsoring them, but gave no reply. Printed 
on the postcards was www.sosbluewaters.org In other literature, the 
Friends of the Boundary Waters and others were listed.

In January, I was a guest on the ‘Common Sense with Carinda 
Horton’ KDAL radio show in Duluth. I spoke about Conservation-
ists with Common Sense and various issues that we are involved. 
I hope to do another show and have more time to discuss issues 
more in depth.

CWCS sent letter of appeal to the Forest Service on the Travel 
Management Plan and in support of the Mooseline Spruce Salvage. 
CWCS also sent a letter to the DNR opposing the proposed early 
firearms hunt in the Boundary Waters.

May 1-3 will be the second annual Gunflint Green Up event 
to plant trees and remove competitive foliage in the Ham Lake fire 
area on the Gunflint Trail. I will attend the event again this year. It 
is expected that more than 500 people will take part in this event. 
It’s a wonderful show of support for our public lands by people 
from all backgrounds.

CWCS is still waiting for a resolution from the Forest Service on 
the Chain of Lakes permit quotas. I ask that you continue to support 
Conservationists with Common Sense on this issue.

Nancy McReady
CWCS President

Message from the President

“O Nine is Our Time” for longest ATV parade
Join in an attempt to break the record for the “World’s Longest 

ATV Parade”. 
Currently, the Harlan County Ridge Runners in Evarts, Ken-

tucky holds the record for the Longest ATV Parade. The club set the 
record of 1,138 ATVs in a parade in the summer of 2006, surpassing 
the old record of 687 set in Hurley, Wisconsin.

Last June, Silver Bay, MN was buzzing as ATV’s rolled into 
town in an attempt to break the World Record.  The official count 
for the parade was 1,083 ATV’s; unfortunately, we were 56 ATV’s 
short from breaking the record (three wheelers and side by sides did 
not count towards the record). 

Once again, Silver Bay has opened its doors to us as ATVAM 
attempts to break the record on June 13, 2009.  There is plenty of 
parking available on side roads near the staging area as well as park-

ing in Beaver Bay or Finland and then ride the trail to Silver Bay.
Registration is $13 per ATV.  Pre-register by May 8, 2009 and 

each registrant will receive one memorabilia ATV Parade T-shirt. 
After May 8, 2009 registration is $18 per ATV; does not include a 
T-shirt. For more information, go to: atvamoffice@atvam.org.

**Please bring a canned good or staple item to donate to Silver 
Bay’s food bank we will be collecting them at the parade site.**

Grab your ATV and make a week-end out of it, between the 
Moose Walk & the Red Dot trails there are over 50 miles of riding; 
they are just about the nicest trails you will ever ride. Visit Minnesota 
DNR for more information on trails, rules and regulations.

 

The White Iron Chain of Lakes Association hosted its annual 
Partners Meeting on March 26, 2009, at the Kawishiwi District U. 
S. Forest Service facility to an overflow room.  

The meeting was designed to present, in conjunction with 
the Lake County Soil and Water District, a proposed Clean Water 
Project to potential partners in pursuit of a grant for the $370,500 
project.  

WICOLA is proposing to expand its activities to protect the 
Kawishiwi Watershed water resources.  

The Lake County SWC District, with WICOLA, will seek a 
Minnesota Clean Water Partnership Grant through the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency.  

Any grant monies awarded will have to be matched by the 
WICOLA-led group. 

A wide ranging and enthusiastic discussion of the proposal 
resulted in several additions and changes in the proposed plan.  

The group agreed to meet again in April and May for additio-
nal ideas and possible changes in pursuit of a final document and 
proposal submission by June.  

In addition to “best idea” requests, WICOLA is asking for 
support for the proposal including matching funds and in kind do-
nation participation.  The proposal plan is an in progress working 
document.

WICOLA discusses proposed $370,000 water quality project
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The Superior National 
Forest is 100 years old this 
year. The Superior boasts a 
unique and rich legacy that 
has been largely influenced 
by its boreal forest ecosys-
tem and glacially-carved 
landscape with myriad in-
ter-connected waterways.  

President Theodore Roosevelt signed 
a proclamation designating 644,114 acres 
within the original boundaries of the For-
est on February 13, 1909.  The first For-
est office was a rental space located over 
Fenske’s Store in Ely with a total of nine 
employees. 

The first Forest Supervisor Joe Fitz-
water said: “It was a wonderful backwoods 
country with nobody back in there. Most of 
it had been logged and burned over. It was 
mostly jack pine with very little white pine, 
and a few shrubs here and there.” 

The wonderful backwoods country that 
Fitzwater referred to in 1909 today hosts 
over 5 million recreation visits annually in a 
boreal forest landscape rivaled by few other 
landscapes in the United States. The area 
is one of 100 globally important bird areas 
with a vast array of wildlife species includ-
ing bald eagle, gray wolf, and Canada lynx. 
It has one of the top ten hiking destinations 
in the United States running through it and 
contains over 2,000 lakes (20% surface is 
covered by water). 

National Geographic Society rates the 
Superior’s Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness as one of the 50 greatest inter-
national places to visit. In addition to being 
a highly desired vacation destination for 
tourism, the Forest also provides extensive 
economic opportunities in the form of pulp-
wood and saw timber for the forest products 
industry. 

Originating the For-
est Service’s Passport 
in Time (PIT) Program, 
there are more than 3,000 
recorded heritage sites on 
the Forest representing 
human occupation for 
more than 10,000 years. 
Forest lands continue to 

be intrinsically connected to native peoples 
who live their traditions through forest 
products and maintain spiritual bonds to the 
land, water, trees and wildlife 

“As we celebrate the accomplishments 
from the last 100 years, we can only imagine 
what the next century will bring to north-
east Minnesota and the Superior National 
Forest” said Jim Sanders, current Forest 
Supervisor. 

The Superior National Forest plans to 
celebrate its centennial with several events 
throughout 2009, including tree plantings, a 
kid’s fishing day, interpretive programs, spe-
cial hikes, a joint centennial commemorative 
cross-border ski/dog sled expedition with 
Quetico Provincial Park, art showings and 
an international canoe expedition along the 
U.S. - Canada border in coordination with 
the Heart of the Continent Partnership. 

In addition, each Forest office will hold 
a public open house beginning with the 
LaCroix Ranger District on February 12. 
As dates for various events are confirmed, 
we will continue to add to the listing on our 
web site: www.fs.fed.us/r9/superior 

Changes over the past 100 years  
The concept of replanting areas after 

logging, protecting streams and soils, and 
fire prevention were still relatively new in 
the early 1900s. During the first two de-
cades, managers focused on restoration and 
protecting Forest resources from fire and 
from poachers. 

During the 1930s the work of the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps supported the 
Eveleth tree nursery, established extensive 
plantations and the basis for much of the 
infrastructure enjoyed today on the Forest. 

Forest resources were valuable to the 
war efforts during the 1940s, then valued 
for recreation and for lumber during the 
post war boom. 

The ’50s saw protection of the air space 
over the roadless areas which were renamed 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area and later 
became part of the congressionally desig-
nated wilderness. 

Wide-spread environmental awareness 
and congressional actions brought about 
many new regulations and new management 
direction during the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s 
including the Wilderness Act, Clean Water 
Act, National Environmental Policy Act, 
Endangered Species Act, to name a few. 

Over the past two or three decades the 
overall approach to forest planning and 
management has become much more holis-
tic across disciplines and in collaboration 
with other landowners, as reflected in the 
2004 Forest Plan. Learn more on the Forest 
website: www.fs.fed.us/r9/superior

Superior National Forest celebrating centennial year

A new ad campaign to increase Ely’s tourism is to enter into the bidding for the 2016 Summer Olympics. This campaign was revealed 
on none other than April 1 – April Fool’s Day. If Ely is chosen, CWCS suggests a canoe/portage race through the Boundary Waters 
as an event.

Recycle…
share 

this CWCS 
newsletter 

with a friend! 



In December 2008, the US Forest Service fi nalized its 
Superior National Forest (SNF) off-highway vehicle (OHV) 
management plan, selecting an alternative that made changes 
to about 596 miles of the approximately 1,600 miles currently 
open to OHVs on Forest Service roads and trails in Cook, 
Lake, St. Louis, and Koochiching Counties. The decision set 
off an appeal process within the Forest Service. Several entities 
submitted appeals to Regional Forester Kent P. Connaughton 
in Milwaukee, who recently announced that the decision by 
USFS Supervisor James Sanders had been affi rmed – except 
for “the very specifi c issue of air quality.”

The issue of air quality was brought forward in an appeal 
fi led jointly by six organizations – Friends of the Boundary 
Waters, Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness, Center for 
Biological Diversity, League of Women Voters Minnesota, 
MN Center for Environmental Advocacy and Sierra Club 
North Star Chapter.

A Friends of the Boundary Waters press release declares 
the appeal decision a “major victory.”

Cyndi Tuell of the Center for Biological Diversity said, 
“The Forest Service has acknowledged that moving forward 
with this plan without taking a hard look at the environmental 
impacts of off-road vehicles was a mistake.”

In addition to air quality, the groups appealed the SNF’s 
decision, citing concerns about water quality, noise pollu-
tion, and a failure to protect endangered species such as the 
Canadian Lynx and gray wolf.

Other groups that appealed the decision were the Blue 
Ribbon Coalition and the All Terrain Vehicle Association of 
Minnesota (ATVAM), which fi led a joint appeal; the Cook 
County ATV Club, Conservationists with Common Sense, 
Arrowhead Coalition for Multiple Use; Gold Mine Resort; and 
a group of Lima Grade/Twin Lake property owners.

The Blue Ribbon Coalition and ATVAM challenged the 
decision, stating that it does not provide for suffi cient range 
of motorized recreation opportunities, lacks suffi cient analysis 
of cumulative and socioeconomic impacts, and lacks neces-

sary analysis to justify sit-specifi c actions. The Cook County 
ATV Club also referred to sit-specifi c issues, providing a list 
of 18 roads that it believes should not be decommissioned or 
closed to just ATVs.

None of the other appeals was found to warrant rever-
sal.

SNF is still discussing how to proceed. Forest Service 
spokesperson Kris Reichenbach said at this time it is unclear 
whether the Forest Service would only accept comments 
regarding air quality, or if broader comments would be con-
sidered. 

Gunfl int Ranger Dennis Neitzke said he hoped the Forest 
Service would simply take the existing environmental assess-
ment (EA) and collect supplemental air quality information. 
“We have air quality specialists on staff, so I’m hoping it will 
go quickly,” said Neitzke.

However, both Reichenbach and Neitzke said until a new 
decision is issued, and another appeal period completed, the 
status of roads in SNF will remain status quo. “We can’t imple-
ment the plan until we have a valid decision,” said Neitzke.

Neitzke said under the proposed OHV Travel Manage-
ment Plan, 154 miles of road would be decommissioned or 
eliminated from the Forest Service system. Another 42 miles of 
unclassifi ed roads and 76 miles of system roads will no longer 
be open to OHVs, for a total reduction of 272 miles on which 
OHVs can travel. Neitzke said 271 miles not previously open 
to OHVs would be open under the plan. The plan considers 
primarily existing roads and trails. There are only 2.5 miles 
of new trail proposed to be constructed.

Prior to the 2004 National Travel Management Rule, 
which prohibited cross-country travel, it was legal to travel 
with all-terrain vehicles not only on low standard forest roads, 
but also to travel cross-country or throughout the National 
Forest even where there were no roads. Approximately 1.3 
million acres of National Forest outside of the BWCAW were 
available for riding ATVs.

USFS must consider OHV air quality
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There is great opposition to the pro-
posed early deer hunt in the Boundary Wa-
ters, as was evident at a public meeting held 
in Tower the end of March. Deer hunters 
from all across the Iron Range gathered to 
say there was no need for the special hunt.

A nine-day fi rearms deer season has 
been proposed for late October with 150 
permits to be awarded with a lottery. The 
proposal was put forward as a resolution 
by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Associa-
tion with a vote of 168 to 103, even though 
Ely’s local deer hunters association shot the 
proposal down.

One of the few proponents of the hunt 
was Stu Osthoff who said access during the 
regular season can be diffi cult due to ice on 
lakes and rivers.

An overwhelming number of hunters 
have expressed their strong concerns and 
disagreement with the hunt.  Some of their 
concerns and comments included the fact 
that hunting already can be and is done in 
this area, adding an additional hunt in an 
area with a low deer population wouldn’t 
make good management sense, and that 
the potential added complications such as 
additional permiting requirements would 

all make this proposal a bad idea.  CWCS 
shares many of these concerns.

Although public opinion seems to point 
to dismissing this proposal, written com-
ments are still being accepted and can be 
mailed to: Season Comments, DNR Section 
of Wildlife, 500 Lafayette Rd., St. Paul, 
MN 55155-4007. Online comments can be 
sent to: Tom Rusch@dnr.state.mn.us or to 
the DNR Commissioner at Mark.Holsten@
dnr.state.mn.us 

Hunters oppose special BWCAW deer hunt
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
seeking public input on a proposal to 
designate additional areas as critical 
habitat for the Canada lynx.

In March 2007, four conservation 
groups issued a report titled Wilderness 
Between the Cracks, alleging a “troubling 
pattern of motor use in the eastern part of 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness (BWCAW).” The report led to meet-
ings with the US Forest Service (USFS) and 
ultimately, collaboration between the fed-
eral agency, the Sierra Club, and the Cook 
County Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club.

The Forest Service released a summary 
of the unique partnership, which monitored 
winter activity along the BWCAW in 2008. 
According to USFS Gunfl int District Ranger 
Dennis Neitzke, the winter monitoring 
showed that snowmobile activity in the 
boundary waters region is not as widespread 
as purported in the 2007 report.

The report released on November 25, 
2008 titled Summary Report of 2008 Winter 
Patrols/East Zone BWCAW explains that 
the USFS has employed wilderness rangers 
and worked with other law enforcement 
personnel for years to monitor activities 
within the BWCAW. The USFS report also 
suggested that work with the local snow-
mobile club and other groups to educate 
wilderness visitors had led to a drop in illegal 
use in recent years. Upon receipt of the 2007 
Wilderness Between the Cracks report, the 
USFS noted, “information presented in the 
report was at odds with the observation of 
Forest Service offi cials.”

The Forest Service invited representa-
tives from the four groups involved in creat-
ing and distributing the initial report—the 
Izaak Walton League of America, Sierra 
Club North Star Chapter, Northeastern Min-
nesotans for Wilderness, and Wilderness 
Watch—along with representatives from 
the Cook County Ridge Riders Snowmobile 
Club, to “discuss the report and options for 
resolving the differing opinions.”

The discussions led to an agreement 
that volunteers would help the Forest Ser-
vice monitor the BWCAW. Of the four 
conservation groups, only the Sierra Club 
participated in the snowmobile monitoring 
project. A memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) was established between the Sierra 
Club and the Ridge Riders Snowmobile 
Club and the Forest Service. The MOU 
outlined the goal of monitoring entry points 
and recording use patterns. In the event of 
illegal motor incursions into the wilderness, 
law enforcement patrols could be assigned as 
needed. Eighteen entry points were selected 

to be monitored. 
R i d g e  R i d e r s 

T ra i l  Admin i s t r a -
tor Shele Toftey, of 
Grand Marais, said, 
“The snowmobile club 
agreed to participate 
because we, like the 
conservation groups, 
do not support motor-
ized violations of the 
Boundary Waters.”

The Winter Pa-
trols/East Zone BW-
CAW repor t  sum-
marizes 73 patrols by 
wilderness rangers; 10 
patrols by other Law 
Enforcement officers; 
40 patrols by the Cook 
County Snowmobile Club; and six patrols 
by the North Star Chapter, Sierra Club. Dur-
ing those patrols, 12 incursions were noted 
by wilderness rangers; two by other law 
enforcement; fi ve by the snowmobile club; 
and zero by the Sierra Club.

The report identifi es two main areas 
of motor use violations on the BWCAW 
east zone—on Clearwater Lake and South 
Lake. Regarding Clearwater Lake, the report 
states, “it is diffi cult to understand how that 
person (or persons) was lost or did not un-
derstand what they were doing.” Regarding 
South Lake, or the Height of Land portage, 
there is a viable, alternative route along the 
border and tracks were seen on that trail. 
However, there were also tracks on the 
portage within the BWCAW.

The report adds that no incidents of 
live use were observed, so it is not known 
if the route was used by law enforcement 
offi cials, followed by public use. The report 
acknowledges that Border Patrol agents 
conduct routine patrols of the border. Agree-
ments are in place between the Department 
of Homeland Security and the Department 
of Agriculture allowing this travel. 

The report notes that some tracks were 
found within the wilderness, but said, “…
it was very clear, with the exception of 
Clearwater Lake, that motorized violations 
were not rampant.”

In fact, the Forest Service report said 
legal use of snowmobiles was observed on 
a number of occasions. It said many times 
anglers legally parked their snowmobiles at 
entry points and proceeded into the wilder-

ness by snowshoe or ski. These observa-
tions occurred on Moose Lake, Partridge 
Lake, and Daniels Spur Trail, Seagull and 
Saganaga Lakes.

Kevin Proescholdt of the Izaak Walton 
League said he felt the snowmobile monitor-
ing program was very successful. He said, 
“I have nothing but respect for the Cook 
County snowmobile club for their role in 
the monitoring. I would hope that we could 
continue with more support from environ-
mental and conservation groups.”

The report concludes, “Our recom-
mendations are to continue pursuing a 
partnership with local groups that includes 
disseminating information, educational 
opportunities and wilderness monitoring. 
We have seen the benefi ts of cooperative 
efforts between various groups. Now there is 
recorded information regarding the benefi ts 
of education carried out by the snowmobile 
club.”

USFS releases snowmobile monitoring results 

South Lake/Height of Land Portage/illegal snowmobile tracks 
on U.S. Portage (circle shows “no snowmobiling” sign). 

Boundary Waters Camp framed print 
by Thomas R. Anderson, framed by Ed 
Jetland, part of the third prize package. 



$5                                     $5 
 

 
~~~~~ 

 

 

- Lund CW-16’ Boat,  

Mercury 25 HP EFI 4-Stroke & Trailer  
   (provided by Aronson Boat Works, Tower) 

                   

- MinnKota Trolling Motor 
(donated by Pike Bay Repair, Tower) 

 

- 2-Night Stay/Dinner for 2 at Devil Track Resort 
(donated by Chris & Emily LaVigne, Grand Marais) 

~~~~~ 

Drawing at 

18
th

 Annual CWCS Meeting/Fundraiser  

Sunday, Sept. 9, 2007 at 

Whiteside Park at close of Harvest Moon Festival 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$5                Funding the South Fowl Lawsuit                   $5 

Three great prizes! Maximum 2500 tickets to be sold! 

$5                                     $5 
 

 
~~~~~ 

 

 

- Lund CW-16’ Boat,  

Mercury 25 HP EFI 4-Stroke & Trailer  
   (provided by Aronson Boat Works, Tower) 

                   

- MinnKota Trolling Motor 
(donated by Pike Bay Repair, Tower) 

 

- 2-Night Stay/Dinner for 2 at Devil Track Resort 
(donated by Chris & Emily LaVigne, Grand Marais) 

~~~~~ 

Drawing at 

18
th

 Annual CWCS Meeting/Fundraiser  

Sunday, Sept. 9, 2007 at 

Whiteside Park at close of Harvest Moon Festival 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$5                Funding the South Fowl Lawsuit                   $5 

Three great prizes! Maximum 2500 tickets to be sold! 

$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5$5                                     $5

CWCS RAFFlE TiCKET ORdER FORM

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________________ State ________ Zip ____________________

Phone _____________________________________E-mail _____________________________________________________

 Number of raffl e tickets _________________  Total amount enclosed, $5 per ticket ______________

Please enclose check, payable to CWCS. Mail to: CWCS, P.O. Box 1046, Virginia, MN 55792

 

$5                                     $5 
 

 
 

 

 

~~~~~~ 

 

 

- Lund WC-16’ Boat, Mercury 25 HP EFI  

4-Stroke & Shorelander Trailer  

(provided by Aronson Boat Works, Tower) 
                    

- 2-Night Stay at Gunflint Lodge 
(donated by Bruce & Sue Kerfoot, Gunflint/Grand Marais) 

 

- Framed ‘Boundary Waters Camp’ print and 
His & Hers Fishing Rods 

~~~~~ 

Drawing at 

20
th

 Annual CWCS Meeting & Fundraiser 

Sunday, Sept. 13, 2009 at 

Whiteside Park Pavilion at close of Harvest Moon Festival 
 

 

$5   Three great prizes! Maximum 2500 tickets to be sold!   $5 

In the Ely area, tickets are avail-
able at Wilderness Outfi tters, 
The Great Outdoors, Skube’s 
Bait & Tackle, Ely Shopper and 
LaTourell’s Resort. Aronson 
Boat Works in Tower. And in 
the Gunfl int/Grand Marais area 
at Trail’s Center, Nor’Wester 
and Devil Track General Store 
& ACMU members.  

 

$5                                     $5 
 

 
 

 

 

~~~~~~ 

 

 

- Lund WC-16’ Boat, Mercury 25 HP EFI  

4-Stroke & Shorelander Trailer  

(provided by Aronson Boat Works, Tower) 
                    

- 2-Night Stay at Gunflint Lodge 
(donated by Bruce & Sue Kerfoot, Gunflint/Grand Marais) 

 

- Framed ‘Boundary Waters Camp’ print and 
His & Hers Fishing Rods 

~~~~~ 

Drawing at 

20
th

 Annual CWCS Meeting & Fundraiser 

Sunday, Sept. 13, 2009 at 

Whiteside Park Pavilion at close of Harvest Moon Festival 
 

 

$5   Three great prizes! Maximum 2500 tickets to be sold!   $5 



CWCS Conservationists with Common Sense

PO BOx 1046 • VIRGINIa, MN 55792-1046 

RetuRn seRvice Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTaGE  

PaID
Virginia, MN 55792

Permit No. 1

Fill out & Save This Record

CWCS Membership paid

on ______________, 2009

with check number

__________.

Additional Contribution 

of $____________ also paid.

Thanks!

Send your membership in today! Get a friend to join!

Name ________________________________________________

address ______________________________________________

City __________________________ State ____ Zip __________

Phone  _______________________Fax ____________________

E-mail _______________________________________________
Please enclose your check payable to CWCS and mail to: 

CWCS, PO Box 1046, Virginia, MN 55792-1046. 

All Donations are Tax Deductible!   Thank you!

❏ $500 Enthusiast
❏ $250 Patron
❏ $100 Defender  
❏ $50 advocate  
❏ $25 Supporter  
❏ $15 Member

❏ New
❏ Renewal

EARly BiRd dRAWing: 
Membership dues received by June 1st will be entered into a drawing for a day of fishing on 

Basswood with lee Borgersen. All new and renewing members will be entered in the drawing. 
Please check your mailing label!

If you have paid your membership, there will be a PD 2009 amount above your name. 
If you have not paid your membership, the top line will be blank. See examples:
PD 2009
Mr. Public Access
Multiple-Use Way
Common Sense USA 4U&ME

PAID for 2009 

Mr. Public Access
Multiple-Use Way
Common Sense USA 4U&ME

NOT PAID for 2009☞ ☞

Paid 
memberships 
will receive a 
FREE CWCS 

bumper sticker!


