














CWCS SUMMER 2010 NEWSLETTER

PAGE SIX

Please be fire safe

Increased fuel loads on the forest floors
throughout the Boundary Waters, along with
dry conditions have created unusually high
fire dangers in the Boundary Waters, espe-
cially since the 1999 blowdown. PLEASE be
careful with your campfires! Make sure they
are completely out when breaking camp.

( Send in your CWCS )
membership today!

(et a friend to join! Each paid
membership will receive a free
CWCS bumper sticker!

This photo of Newton Portage shows the improvements the Forest Service made to the
Fall Lake side of the portage last fall by blasting out the ledge rock. The portage to

Newton Lake was also widened.

BWCAW visitor survey results released by USFS

Results of 1,432 surveys returned by
visitors to the wilderness area between May
1 and Sept. 30, 2007 were recently reported
in the Duluth News Tribune.

The study was funded by the U.S. Forest
Service, which administers the BWCAW;
the Rocky Mountain Research Station; and
the Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research
Institute.

Here are some of the most interesting
categories:

* Average age -- 45 for overnight visi-
tors, 49 for day-use visitors

* Gender -- 75 percent male for over-
night visitors, 64 percent male for day-use

visitors

¢ Education level -- 73 percent of over-
night visitors had an undergradute degree;
67 percent of day-use visitors had an under-
graduate degree.

* Household income -- 49 percent of
overnight users had household incomes
between $60,000 and $120,000; 55 percent
of day-use visitors had household incomes
of $60,000 to $120,000

* Group size -- Average group size for
overnight visitors was four; for day-use visi-
tors, between three and four

* Outfitter use -- 39 percent of overnight
visitors used an outfitter’s services for all or

part of their equipment needs; the figure was
38 percent for day-use visitors

* Visitors who fished on their trips -- 76
percent of overnight users fished on their
trips; 63 percent of day-use visitors fished.
Thirty-four percent of overnight visitors and
53 percent of day-use visitors said fishing
was the major reason for their trip.

* Visitors were asked if they felt the
BWCAW was too crowded. Among over-
night visitors, 51 percent said the BWCAW
was too crowded in a few areas and 9 percent
said it was too crowded in most areas. A total
of 38 percent did not think the BWCAW was
too crowded.

PolyMet project progresses to final EIS

In February, the proposed PolyMet
nonferrous mining project’s Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement received the lowest
rating possible from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, that of Environmentally
Unsatisfactory - Inadequate. The EPA com-
ments were allowed even though they were
submitted after the Feb. 4 comment period.

The EPA assessment states that waste
rock at the PolyMet site would be acid gen-
erating, water quality standards would be
exceeded for contaminants for sulfates and
over 1,000 wetlands acres would be filled

in. The EPA also said financial assurances
for post-mine closure should be addressed
in the draft EIS.

Brad Mohr of Barr Engineering, doing
EIS studies for PolyMet, said more informa-
tion is needed and that PolyMet is working
with the Army Corps of Engineers and
Minnesota DNR on addressing these issues.
He sees the EPA’s rating as part of the EIS
process that raises issues and helps arrive at
a positive outcome.

Some of the EPA’s assessment seems
to be generalized and PolyMet doesn’t agree

with them. They maintain that the tailings
basin design is excellent and the concerns of
its stability are unfounded. Also, Keewatin
Taconite and Essar Steel are mentioned in
the EPA’s comments and they are not in the
PolyMet project area.

The final EIS will take several months
and PolyMet’s permit process will follow.
CWCS is hopeful that the environmental
aspects of the project can be handled satis-
factorily and that this project can provide a
much needed positive economic impact for
our communities.
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(In the Ely area, tickets are avai Iable\
at Joe's Marine, Wilderness Qutfit-

$ 5 $ 5 ters, The Great Outdoors, Skube’s
Bait & Tackle, Ely Shopper and
LaTourell’s Resort. Blomberg’s
in Babbitt and Ely. And in the
Gunflint/Grand Marais area at
Hungry Jack Lodge Trail’s Center,
Nor'Wester and Devil Track Gen-

uaral Store & ACMU members. )

- Lund WC-16’ Boat, Evinrude 25 HP E-Tech

& Shorelander Trailer
(provided by Joe’s Marine/Ely)

- 2-Night Stay at Hungry Jack Lodge
(donated by Hungry Jack Lodge/Grand Marais)

- Framed ‘Boundary Waters Camp’ print

NI~

Drawing at
21" Annual CWCS Boat Raffle Fundraiser
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2010 at
Whiteside Park Pavilion at close of Harvest Moon Festival

I CWCS RAFFLE TICKET ORDER FORM I
| Name |
I . . I
I City State Zip I
| Phone E-mail |
: Number of raffle tickets Total amount enclosed, $5 per ticket :
| Please enclose check, payable to CWCS. Mail to: CWCS, P.O. Box 1046, Virginia, MN 55792 |
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NEW CWCS SHIRTS!!

CWCS Logo T-Shirts CWCS Logo Polo Shirt Add $5 to each for
Sizes M & L - $10 Sizes L & XL - $20 handling & shipping
XL & XXL - $12 XXL - $22
Send checks with orders to:
l CWCS, PO Box 252, Ely, MN 55731

EARLY BIRD DRAWING: Membership dues received by July 1 will be entered into a drawing for a
CWCS t-shirt or hat. All new and renewing members will be entered in the drawing.
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: Send your membership in today! Get a friend to join! : Fill out & Save This Record
Name
12 $500 Enthusiast | cwcs Membership paid
|2 $250 Patron ~ Address 1| . 2010
1= $100 Defender .. . I -
ID $50 Advocate City State Zip I with check number
IEI $25 Supporter  Phone Fax I
1 $15 Member

-mai . S
I E : I Add 1C b
13 New Please enclose your check payable to CWCS and mail to: | ttional Contri utlon.
|2 Renewal CWCS, PO Box 1046, Virginia, MN 55792-1046. || of$—alsopaid
| All Donations are Tax Deductible! Thank you! | Thanks!
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